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THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR 
ENGLAND’S FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEW ELECTORAL 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

1. Summary

1.1 This report presents the Local Government Boundary Commission for England’s 
(LGBCE) final recommendations for new electoral arrangements for the Borough. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the General Assembly of the Council note the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England’s final recommendations for new electoral 
arrangements for the Borough, as attached at Appendix A to the report.

2.2 That the General Assembly of the Council approve the commencement of a 
review of polling districts, polling places and polling stations on 1 October 2018.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The Council’s draft proposals for warding arrangements for the Borough 
were approved by the General Assembly of the Council on 30 November 
2017 (minute number 58) and were subsequently submitted to the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) on 4 
December 2017.

3.2. The LGBCE issued their draft recommendations in January 2018. These 
draft recommendations largely followed the proposals within the 
Council’s submission but in some areas of the Borough, they also made 
recommendations reflecting other submissions they had received where 
they felt these submissions provided stronger evidence of community 
links and locally recognised boundaries. 

3.3. The Council’s response to the LGBCE’s draft recommendations was 
approved by the General Assembly of the Council on 5 April 2018 
(minute number 96) and was subsequently submitted to the LGBCE on 
6 April 2018. The Council accepted the majority of the LGBCE’s draft 
recommendations but in some areas, it considered that either their 
recommendations didn’t truly reflect the local communities or slight 
adjustments were required to the boundaries to reflect natural 
boundaries and road centre lines. The Council’s response provided 
comments against each of the proposed new wards. Where the Council 
didn’t agree with the LGBCE’s draft recommendations, the response 
provided evidence and rationale to support the alternative warding 
arrangement proposed and demonstrated how this would better reflect 
community identities and locally recognised boundaries.
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3.4. The LGBCE published their final recommendations on 5 June 2018. 
These recommendations are shown in the LGBCE’s report attached as 
Appendix A.

3.5. The LGBCE recommend that the number of councillors serving the 
Borough should be reduced from 44 to 42. Those councillors will 
represent 7 three-councillor wards, 8 two-councillor wards and 5 one-
councillor wards across the Borough. Dartford will consequently have 3 
more wards than there are now.

3.6. The boundaries of all Dartford’s current wards will change as a result of 
the review.

3.7. The LGBCE has made changes to some of the proposals it put forward 
for consultation earlier in the year. The main changes are as follows:

 The Commission previously proposed to divide the parish of 
Sutton-at-Hone and Hawley between two wards. A number of 
local representations were made arguing for the parish to be 
wholly included in one ward. As a result, the Commission has 
changed its recommendations so that the area will now be 
covered by a Wilmington, Sutton-at-Hone and Hawley ward to be 
represented by three councillors.

 In Dartford town, the Commission had previously agreed with the 
Council’s proposal of one Town ward represented by three 
councillors. However, local people and organisations made a 
strong case to the LGBCE that the Burnham area has a strong 
and separate identity from the rest of the town. As a result, the 
Commission has amended its proposed boundaries so that the 
area will be covered by a two-councillor Town ward, alongside a 
Burnham ward to be represented by one councillor.

 In the south of the Borough, the Commission has also made 
changes to its proposal for a Darenth ward. Local submissions 
during consultation suggested that the Darenth ward should 
include Darenth Country Park and Darenth Wood. The 
Commission has made this change as part of their final 
recommendations.

 Elsewhere in Dartford, the Commission has made minor changes 
to its proposed ward boundaries to reflect local community views.

3.8. The LGBCE have also included changes to the parish internal electoral 
arrangements as part of their recommendations, however, the Council, 
in its role as the principal authority, will be seeking consent from the 
LGBCE to alter some of these changes as part of its Community 
Governance Review (see separate report on the Community 
Governance Review on this agenda).

3.9. The proposed new borough warding arrangements must now be 
implemented by Parliament. A draft Order – the legal document which 
brings into force the recommendations – will be laid in Parliament in the 



                             GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL
16 JULY 2018

coming months. The draft Order provides for the new electoral 
arrangements to come into force at the Council elections in 2019. 

3.10. Following the review of the boundary arrangements and the Community 
Governance Review, it will be necessary to undertake a review of polling 
districts, polling places and polling stations.  The Representation of the 
People Act 1983 places a duty on the Council to divide the borough into 
polling districts and designate a polling place for each district and to keep 
these arrangements under review.  Members are asked to approve that 
a Polling Review commences on 1 October 2018, with the results 
reported back to the General Assembly of the Council at the meeting of 
14 January 2019.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

The LGBCE’s recommendations will ensure that Members can meet the needs 
of their constituents, including the new, emerging communities. It will therefore 
support the overall delivery of the Council’s Corporate Plan.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications None

Legal Implications

Public Sector Equality 
Duty 

This review was triggered by the Local 
Government Boundary Commission, an 
independent body established by Parliament in 
April 2010. The Commission is not part of 
government and is accountable to Parliament 
through the Speaker’s Committee. The electoral 
arrangements of every principal local authority in 
England must, by law, be reviewed from time to 
time. The most common reasons for the 
Commission undertaking a review are where 
significant changes in population have resulted in 
poor levels of electoral equality. The Commission 
must adhere to Section 56 of the Local 
Democracy, Economic Development and 
Construction Act 2009 when conducting reviews 
which sets out the factors which must be taken 
into account when the Commission reach their 
conclusions. 
None

Staffing Implications None

Administrative 
Implications

None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints
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6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England’s final recommendations on the new electoral arrangements for 
Dartford Borough Council

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Documents consulted Date /
File Ref

Report Author Section and
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Sarah Martin
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Internal 
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